AFTER   EVEREST
issued daily by his own butler about his state of health.
" Master receiving English mail to-day, very happy." . f.
" Master angry to-day, advise to keep away for a few
days " . , . " Master taking Epsom salts to-day ; he will.
be very cheerful and happy in two days' time "... and
so on. The butler, doubtless for a consideration, had sent
these reports about his master's psychological condition to
the would-be applicant for a job, in order that he might
approach him with his application at the most auspicious
moment. I never heard whether the man got the job—
but he certainly had common sense as one of his recom-
mendations.
I wonder how many times this has been done to me ?
On one occasion, a man whom I had never seen before.
was very anxious to get a job in a Government department:
He came to my bungalow two or three times to try to per-
suade me to give him a letter, but I kept firmly to my usual
rule never to recommend anyone for any job unless I
knew him well and could honestly say that I felt him to be
suitable for the post. In India, the criterion of fitness for
a job is not so much efficiency or ability, but the recom-
mendation of an influential person. I feel it is part of one's
duty to Indian society to do a small share in reforming this
undesirable system by declining to recommend anybody for
anything unless one is convinced of his suitability. So our
Mend went away empty-handed on each occasion, although
I wasted a lot of time in trying to persuade him that I
had very good reasons for refusing to give him, of whose
character I had no knowledge at all, the letter he required.
A few weeks later, a woman was admitted into one of
our female 1 wards with many aches and pains and com-
plaints, but a careful examination failed to elicit any signs
of disease. After keeping her under observation for a few
1 The word " female " is much used by English-speaking Indians.
On the occasion of King George V's Jubilee, I saw in a small village
a large and carefully-executed streamer bearing the words, " God
Bless our King and his Honourable Female."
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